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Holidays observed by the United States Virgin Islands  
strengthen an important process in the development of the territory.
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Black History Month

Washington’s Day / Presidents’ Day … Monday, February 20th  
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BLACK HISTORY MONTH

Referred to as National African American History Month, Black History Month is an annual celebration of

achievements of black Americans. It is also a time to recognize the important role of African Americans in United States

history.

A half a century after the Thirteenth Amendment abolished slavery in the United States, Black History Month

commenced in 1915. In September of that year, the Harvard-trained historian Mr. Carter G. Woodson and the prominent

minister Jesse E. Moorland founded the Association for the Study of Negro Life and History (ASNLH), which is

dedicated to researching and promoting achievements by black Americans and persons of African descent. This group,

which is known today as the Association for the Study of African American Life and History (ASALH), sponsored a

national Negro History week in 1926, choosing the second week of February to coincide with the birthdays of Abraham

Lincoln and Frederick Douglass. The event inspired schools and communities nationwide to establish clubs, host

performances and lectures, and organize local celebrations.

Across the country cities’ mayors issued yearly proclamations recognizing Negro History in the decades to follow. By

the late 1960s, accolades in part to the Civil Rights Movement and a growing awareness of black identity, Negro History

Week had blossomed into Black History Month on many college campuses. It was President Gerald R. Ford who

officially recognized Black History Month in 1976, calling upon the public to "seize the opportunity to honor the too-

often neglected accomplishments of black Americans in every area of endeavor throughout our history.“

Mr. Woodson and other prominent African Americans are known for these events, which grew out of “Negro History

Week”. From 1976, each president of the U.S. has officially designated the month of February as Black History Month.

Other countries around the world, including Canada and the United Kingdom, also dedicate a month to celebrating black

history.

In the United States Virgin Islands, it is necessary that the accomplishments of the African American be showcased each

day of the year with extra emphasis during the month of February as Black History Month is celebrated nationally.



Suggested Family and Classroom Activities:

Attend a special Black History Month Celebration

Plan and/or participate in a special Black History Month Celebration program

Research the history of Black History Month and share what you have learn with someone

Courtesy of

Text:  http://www.iaohra.org/celebrate-black-history-month/ http://asalh.org/blackhistorythemes.html;

Pictures: http://theobamacrat.com/2015/02/12/black-history-month-series-2015-robert-robinson-taylor-june-8-1868-december-13-

1942/comment-page-1/; http://etchujohnayuk.com/

http://www.iaohra.org/celebrate-black-history-month/
http://asalh.org/blackhistorythemes.html
http://theobamacrat.com/2015/02/12/black-history-month-series-2015-robert-robinson-taylor-june-8-1868-december-13-1942/comment-page-1/
http://etchujohnayuk.com/


WASHINGTON’S DAY / PRESIDENTS’ DAY

Presidents’ Day, which is a federal holiday, is celebrated on the 3rd Monday in February. Through an Act of Congress in 1879, it was

implemented for government offices and by 1885 it spread to all federal offices. The birthday of President George Washington was

first celebrated on his birthday on February 22nd. It was the first federal holiday to honor an American citizen.

In 1951 the "President's Day National Committee" was formed by Harold Stonebridge Fischer. Its National Executive Director for 20

years attempted to create a President’s Day not to honor a particular President, but to honor the office of the President. The original

inauguration day of March 4 was deemed to be Presidents Day. However, this date was stalled in the Senate Judiciary Committee

(which had authority over federal holidays) and consequently January was suggested, but they felt because of the closeness to the

birthdays of President Lincoln and President Washington, three holidays so close together would be unduly burdensome. Another

attempt through the Uniform Monday Holiday Act was made to rename the holiday to "Presidents' Day" to honor the birthdays of both

presidents, but this proposal failed in committee and the bill was voted on and signed into law on June 28, 1968, but kept the name

Washington's Birthday. On January 1, 1971 the Uniform Monday Holiday Act shifted the federal holiday to the third Monday in

February to celebrate the contribution of all presidents. President Richard Nixon is often identified for changing Washington’s

Birthday into President’s Day by issuing a proclamation on February 21, 1971 which declared the third Monday in February to be a

“holiday set aside to honor all presidents, even myself.” Actually, the presidential records indicate that he merely issued an Executive

Order (11582) on February 11, 1971 defining the third Monday of February as a holiday, and the announcement of that Executive

Order identified the day as “Washington’s Birthday.”

On the federal level an attempt to clear up some of this confusion was made through the introduction of the ‘Washington-Lincoln

Recognition Act of 2001’ to Congress in 2001. Although it failed to clear subcommittee and died without ever being voted upon, this

bill proposed that “the legal public holiday known as Washington’s Birthday shall be referred to by that name and no other by all

entities and officials of the United States Government” and requested “that the President issue a proclamation each year recognizing

the anniversary of the birth of President Abraham Lincoln and calling upon people of the United States to observe such anniversary

with appropriate ceremonies and activities.”

The holiday is commonly referred to as Presidents’ Day in the United States Virgin Islands. It is celebrated during the weekend as the

Agriculture and Food Fair on St. Croix, USVI. As customary, thousands travel from far and near and pack the grounds of Rudolph

Shulterbrandt Agricultural Complex in Estate Lower Love. All are encouraged to attend the 46th Anniversary for a weekend of food,

fun, entertainment, and exhibits of livestock, culture and much more!



Suggested Family and Classroom Activities:

Participate and/or attend the Agriculture Fair on St. Croix

Visit local sites in the US Virgin Islands that are / were named after presidents

Participate and/or attend a Presidents Day parade

Research the history of the Presidents Day holiday and share what you have learn with someone

Attend special ceremony commemorating the holiday

Visit a Presidential memorial site on the mainland

Courtesy of

Text:  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Washington's_Birthday; http://usparks.about.com/od/historicalparks/a/Presidents-Day.htm; 

http://www.snopes.com/holidays/presidents/presidentsday.asp;  

Pictures: http://eafinc.org/holiday-survey-2016/

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Washington's_Birthday
http://usparks.about.com/od/historicalparks/a/Presidents-Day.htm
http://www.snopes.com/holidays/presidents/presidentsday.asp
http://eafinc.org/holiday-survey-2016/


ST. CROIX:

2133 Hospital Street, St. Croix, VI 00820

340-773-1095 x: 7032, 7042 *.* 340-773-4476 (fax)

ST. THOMAS / ST. JOHN

Mailing Address:  1834 Kongens Gade, STT, VI   00802

Physical Address:  J. Antonio Jarvis Annex, STT, VI   00802

Telephone Number:  340-774-0100  x: 2808, 2806, 2804 *.* 340-777-4342 (fax)

Email Addresses: valrica.bryson@vide.vi; nikima.richards@vide.vi; 

yohance.henley@vide.vi; maria.martin@vide.vi

Website: www.vide.vi/ or http://viculturaled.vide.vi

Building Our Future Through 

Education, History and Culture!
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